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It is a pleasure to be able to place before American and English teachers so clear and concise an account of the
training of teachers in a foreign country as Dr. Hannak has kindly consented to prepare for the Educational
Monograph series. In the United States the provision made for the training of teachers is insufficient and
lamentably defective. Our colleges are in large measure to blame for this state of affairs, for they have almost
uniformly neglected to recognize pedagogics as worthy of a place in the curriculum and so have contributed to
the spread of the utterly false notion that any one who possesses a fair knowledge of subject matter is
competent to teach it, particularly to young children. Even Hrabanus Maurus with his scienti plenitudinem et vit
rectitudinem et eruditionis perfetionem, had a higher ideal than this. Added to this is the fact that the majority
of our normal schools, both public and private, have made pretentions far beyond the knowlege and ability of
those engaged in them to support. The result has been a very low standard of professional efficiency and a
correspondingly low tone in educational thought and educational journalism. Recently more encouraging signs
have appeared and earnest men and women. East and West, are determined that improvement and
development must take place. Even to-day this movement is gathering force and will eventually sweep from its
track the lingering products of ignorance and bigotry. Dr. Hannak s paper is offered as a contribution to the
literature of this movement. It has been translated from the German by Edgar D. Shimer, Ph.D.,...
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