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importantly, the character of our people. In all matters, GAO takes a professional, objective, and nonpartisan
approach to its work. GAOs quality assurance framework is designed to ensure adherence to these principles.
The framework is designed around people, processes, and technology and applies to all GAO work conducted
under generally accepted government auditing standards. GAO has a multidisciplinary staC of approximately
3, 200 accountants, health experts, engineers, lawyers, national security specialists, environmental specialists,
economists, historians, social scientists, actuaries, and statisticians. GAO leverages this knowledge by staCing
engagements with teams proficient in a number of areas. For example, engagement teams comprise a mix of
staC supported by experts in technical disciplines, such as data collection and survey methods, statistics,
econometric modeling, information technology, and the law. To add additional value and mitigate risk, GAO
has a forensic audits and special investigations team to expose government fraud, waste, and abuse. A key
process in our quality assurance framework is providing responsible oCicials of audited agencies with the
opportunity to review and comment on our draH reports. This policy is one of the most eCective ways to ensure
that a report is fair, complete, and constructive. In April 2005, an international peer review team gave our
quality assurance system a clean opinion - only the second time a national audit institution has received such a
rating from a multinational team. Thus, the Congress and the American people can have confidence that GAOs
work is independent, objective, and reliable. The team, under the auspices of the Global Working...
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