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Plan A preface to a book is like a man introducing himself - an awkward and generally a useless piece of
business. A prologue to a promised epic might serve the purpose of an advertisement, but in this instance would
be distasteful. The writer is not seeking notoriety; he is no defeated office-seeker nor aspirant for any political
office, and writes from a sense of duty only, that the unwary may evade the man pitfalls in that form of
municipal government known as the Des Moines plan. Our thought today is hurry and short cuts. We think
initiative, recall, referendum and commission government is what we want. Novelty and changes are expected
and we want them right now with no thought of the dangers inherent in them. Our consideration of modes and
means are hasty and erratic. We announce immediate cures for the body politic and the public jumps at the
panacea. The result is mistake after mistake, all of them costly. No attempt is made to cover the field strewn
with blunders, failures and political chicanery where this new government has been set in motion: only brief
mention has been made with the hope that what has been humbly said may throw a small ray of light on this
prodigy, and that such information will meet with a reception at the hands of the public, sufficient to arouse the
people to a realization of what foisting upon them such government means. In what has been said nothing is
intended to harm or wound the feelings of any city official or other person. It is the sophistry...
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