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struggle for attraction of material from the surrounding
atmosphere; the outer edges, having a wider area to attract
material from, grow more than the central portions, which
DOWNLOAD PDF remain uncompleted. We have thus skeleton crystals formed; the
centre remains undeveloped, due to the want of material--to
starvation. The greater possibilities of attraction are well
exemplified by the additional crystal formations at the outer
angles of the hexagons, quite similar to the hopper crystals of
NaOLl. The crystalline forms are exclusively those of the
hexagonal flat-topped prism; never has a terminal pyramid nor
a hemihedral shape been observed. A great variety of forms of
skeleton crystals can be observed under favourable conditions;
amongst others, helix-shaped hollow pyramids, analogous to
the cubic helices of bismuth; also long solid or helix-shaped
hexagonal prisms. The hollow pyramids are built of steps of
prismatic rings, invariably with a basal pinacoid...
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